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author  will  investigate  the  way  each  of  these  media
covered the Arab Spring Movement, which was initiated
in Tunisia on December 17, 2010. Since this particular





supported  via  the  presentation  of  the  historical
background of both media, while the events themselves
took place. It has to be noted that the coverage of both
networks  presented  in  the  present  study  is  based  on
independent sources criticizing the way this broadcasting
was  actually  performed.  The  findings  regarding  AL
Jazeera were more extensive by the ones of FOX News,











A. Arab Spring Movement









in  Bahrain,  Syria  and  Yemen.  Large  demonstrations
happened in  Algeria,  Iran,  Iraq,  Jordan,  Morocco and
Oman.  Smaller  protests  were  organized  in  Djibouti,
Kuwait, Lebanon, Mauritania, Saudi Arabia and Sudan.
The common feature of all demonstrations was resistance
through  campaigns  (Al-Jenaibi,  2008),  strikes  and
marches and struggle via the usage of social  networks
such as Facebook, Twitter and YouTube aimed towards




desire  for  the  regime’s  fall  (Agrawal,  2012;  Mirkin,
2013).
Below the reasoning of the Arab Spring during the





presented  by  the  two  different  media  (Rosiny,  2012;













model  country  in  the  Muslim  world  as  it  seemed
characterized by financial stability and since, unlike











demand  for  the  resignation  of  President  Hosni
Mubarak and the fight  against  poverty,  corruption,
accuracy,  especially  in  food,  unemployment  and
police brutality.
•  On  February  17,  2011  crowd  gatherings  were
observed  in  the  capital  of  Bahrain  in  a  public’s
decision to demonstrate against the existent monarchy,
i ts  corrupt ion  and   the  general  problem  of
unemployment inside the country.
•  Protests   in  Yemen  during  2011  const i tute













though  no  party  participating  in  the  conflicts  has
described sectarianism as having an important role in
the  war.  The  opposition  is  dominated  by  Sunni
Muslims,  while top government officials  are Alevi
Muslims.



















C. Al Jazeera Background
Al Jazeera broadcasting was launched in 1996 at the small






on the  other  hand was  established 2006 and available
online by the channel’s website (Al-bab.com, 2009).
Al Jazeera is sponsored by the government of Qatar;
nonetheless,  it  has  been  provided  with  such  editorial
freedom, as never observed before in the Arab world; the
resul t   i s   that  Al  Jazeera   is  character ized  by
professionalism  in  terms  of  news  coverage,  while  is
responsible for the on-air discussion of issues formerly
considered by Arab authorities and the Arabic public as
forbidden  or  unmentionable  (Al-Jenaibi,  2010).










The  Kabul  and  Bagdad  departments  of  Al  Jazeera
were bombed by the U.S. during the war in Afghanistan,








1.   COVERAGE  OF  ARAB  SPRING  BY
THE TWO MEDIA













and  was  made  on  a  24-hour  basis  via  its  satellite
television, its website, and twitter (Leight, 2012).
Contradictions  in  respect  to  the  credibility  of  the
particular network led to a series of events, such as the
believed as forced resignation of its former chief, Wadah
Khanfar,  his  substitution  by  Sheikh  Ahmed,  an
administrative at  Qatargas and a member of the ruling
family of Qatar, the resignation of Al Jazeera’s reporter,





silence  in  Bahrain’s  broadcasting,  the  presentation  of



















everyday  Egyptian  people  was  recorded,  as  a  means
according the network’s former chief (Wadah Khanfar) of





Al  Jazeera  covering Egypt  was dropped from NileSat,
which is the major Arab satellite distribution” (Khanfar
&Kinninmont, 2012).
The  case  of  the  network’s  broadcasting  of  the
Tunisian demonstrations is similar to the one of Egypt
(Leight,  2012).  Nonetheless,  as  stated  by  Khanfar,  an





all  riots  since  their  outburst  in  February  2011,
documentation of Gaddafi’s violent efforts to suppress
these  riots  and  the  internet’s  blackout  as  a  means  of









sponsored  by  the  government  of  Qatar,  which  can
potentially  manipulate  the  network’s  broadcasting
choices) (Leight, 2012); this political interference of Al
Jazeera was denounced by Libyan leaders stating the Al
Jazeera  selectively  broadcasted  groups  and  people
supporting the global Muslim Brethren movement and
generally Libyan Muslims (Souaiaia, 2011).
The  Al  Jazeera  network  remained  mostly  silent  in
terms  of  the  Bahraini  revolution  broadcasting.  This
strange silence has been explained as the result  of  the
Qatari government’s decision to avoid tension with Saudi
Arabia,  which has  legitimate  concern in  Bahrain.  The
network’s striking silence, provided space for the Qatari
government’s  propaganda  and  misinformat ion
unquestionably  and  without  questioning  repress  the
freedom of  the  network’s  coverage;  thus,  the  Qatari’s
political ‘alliances’ seem to have overcome the network’s
will  of  unbiased  coverage,  and  led  Al  Jazeera  to  the
concealment of events of events potentially affecting the
sensitive political transnational balance in the Middle East
(Leight,  2012).  The deficiency of  the  reporting of  the
Bahrain events became even more apparent on the Arabic
Channel  of  Al  Jazeera’s  network,  since  its  coverage
would  certainly  have  a  greater  political  impact  to  the









the  offices  of  Al  Jazeera  in  Sanaa  were  closed  down
because the channel was accused of “spreading false news











of  revolution  in  the  Yemeni  ground.  Nonetheless,  Al
Jazeera representatives contradicted above accusations by










of  its  local  offices’  shut  down  (Syrian  Free  Press
Network, 2012).
The  credibility  of  Al  Jazeera  was  once  again







of  kidnappings,  murders  and military  staff  desertions;



















and  Syria’s  broadcasting,  and  after  the  publication  of
hacked  Al  Jazeera’s  emails  by  the  Syrian  Electronic
Army,  where  Ali  Hashem’s  concerns  of  the  way  the
network portrayed the Syrian revolution became known to
the world (Global Research TV, 2012).
1.2  FOX News Arab Spring Coverage
Arab Spring also dominated the television networks in the
United  States  during the  year  2011(Al-Jenaibi,  2014);
more specifically the evening news included coverage of












events  during  the  Bahraini,  Syrian,  and  Yemeni
revolutions were average coverage showed a particular
drop  to  an  average  of  34,  143,  and  24  minutes
respectively; finally, the whole Arab Spring revolution
overview in respect to all different Middle Eastern and
North  African  countries  was  broadcasted  for  a  total
average of 42 minutes during the year 2011 (Lobe, 2012).
Nonetheless, and during the highly covered Egyptian





always  commented  by  broadcasters,  thus,  influencing
their  opinion on the turn of  events.  More specifically,
according to a research conducted by Glover on behalf of
The  Elon  Journal  of  Undergraduate  Research  in
Communications (2011) revealed some very interesting
facts  in  respect  to  the  FOX News  presentation  of  the
leading  political  resistance  crowd,  i.e.  the  Muslim
Brotherhood;  according  to  this  particular  study,  and
though FOX News claimed and was generally thought of
being a less prejudice network with a more conservative
audience  than  other  United  States’  networks,  it  failed
objectivity  since:  a)  the  explanation  and  frame of  the
Muslim Brotherhood was often associated by a language
directly connected with terrorism, and Islamic extremism
than  was  portrayed  as  a  political  movement  of  non-
violence  and  moderation;  b)  its  coverage  constantly
regarded  and  communicated  to  the  American  public




claiming  the  positive  contribution  of  the  Muslim
Brotherhood  and  support ing   i ts  effect  on   the
establishment of democracy in Egypt. As an example of











New  Jersey  FOX  News  viewers  seem  perplexed  and
misinformed  in  respect  to  the  Arab  Spring  events
presentation; more specifically, the survey concluded that
FOX News  viewers  are  likely  less  aware  of  the  Arab
Spring’s actual facts than people not watching the news at
all. The survey was conducted by the Fairleigh Dickinson












of  48%  of  FOX  News  viewers  managed  to  answer
correctly  to  the  questions  asked,  thus,  indirectly
suggesting inadequate or misinformed coverage of the
Arab Spring by the particular network (RNF, 2012).




FOX News blamed Obama’s  government  for  both  the
Muslim Brotherhood’s domination and its latter collapse;
furthermore, the network’s connoisseurs seemed to have
negatively  judge Obama’s  support  of  the  Arab Spring
demonstrations in general, while in the present time seem
to judge Obama’s presidency for  exactly the opposite.
This  simplified  presentation  of  the  foreign  political
interpretation of Obama government’s handling of the
Arab  Spring  is  another  reason  why  FOX  News  was
accused for  a  bias  broadcasting of  the  demonstrations
occurring  in  Northern  Africa  and  the  Arabic  nations
during the year 2011 (Newsvine, 2013).
 














this  revolution  and  is  even  regarded  by  the  Egyptian
population as a significant contributor of the Mubarak
regime’s resignation (Souaiaia, 2011); in contrast, FOX
News  took  a  directly  opposite  stance  by  negatively
presenting  the  Muslim  Brotherhood  rebellion  and
presenting the particular movement as dangerous for the
Egyptian democracy due to its claimed terroristic nature.
Similarly,  both  networks  have  been  accused  of  a




Egyptian and Libyan revolts;  Al  Jazeera is  even more
specifically accused of broadcasting less extensively the







revolutions  to  Libya,  while  at  the  same  time  creates
notion of the rebels’ heroic nature by presenting news of
rebels saving trapped children at  Gaddafi’s  hometown
(Fox News,  2011;  Moran,  2012).  On the  contrary,  Al




Based on  all  above  coverage  presentation  and  via  the
comparison  of  both  networks  the  flowing  primary
findings are made:
•  It  is  evident  that  both  networks  are  accused  of





be  assured  of  such  accusation  solely  based  on  the









according  to  which  Fox  News  broadcasted  stories
about  the  Arabic  and  Northern  Africa  region,
obviously expressing the network’s prejudiced and









of  course,  differentiated  and  based  on  the  different
network conditions; the FOX News opinion seems to be
dictated  by  the  network’s  conservative  and  religious
audience contradicting Obama’s progressive government




reasonably  supportive  of  this  regime’s  opinions  and
interests in the region.
Nonetheless, the main conclusion is that two major












all  other  factors  sacrificing  objective  journalism  still
stand;  should these issues be adequately addressed by
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